BELLEVUE ROTARY CLUB NEWSLETTER

March 2014


[image: image1.jpg]



Meetings: Mondays at Noon
DJ’S Dugout

10308 South 23rd St.

Bellevue, NE 68123

OFFICERS FOR 2013-2014
President…………..…...Charles Adams
President-Elect…..………..Fred Simon
Secretary……………….Herb Barelman

Treasurer…………………Jerry Monson

Sergeant-at-Arms………...…Jeff Smith
Board Members…....….Brandon Athy

Charles Adams                       
                              Paul Reed

Brittany Kuta

Fred Simon

Jeff Smith

Sarah Conaway

MARCH SPEAKERS
March 3: Jenni Mitten with Nebraska Crossing 
March 10: TBA 
(March 13: Board Meeting) 

March 17 : Tim Snyder, Director of Hillcrest Hospice
March 24 : Martie Cordero, Omaha Storm Chasers
March 31: TBA

GREETER AND INVOCATION
MARCH
Greeter………………....Sarah Conaway
Invocation……………...Charles Adams
FROM THE PRESIDENT
To the Bellevue Rotary Club,

This has been an eventful month.  We had a social activity, dinner at the Outback in Bellevue and going to the Bellevue Little Theater production of Agatha Christie’s “Ten Little Indians.”  All who attended had a good time, Thanks to Rich for his efforts in coordinating our socials.

Even though we always have great socials, we had a special event for our club, a Prospective Member Luncheon. Our invited guests  enjoyed the presentations by our members and we now have a couple of prospective members!  Thanks to Sarah for the work organizing the event and to our members who provided Sarah names.  I am particularly excited about the corporate membership; this has been an attractive option for membership.

The Bellevue Food Pantry Project is still ongoing.  Fred is checking regularly with the Panty on when it is a good time to do the flooring.

We have a social event at the Moonstuck Meadery, 2221 Madison St, Bellevue, NE 68005 Thursday, March 20 at 5:30 PM.  I hope to see you there!

Also on March 22 the Rotary Leadership Institute is being held at the Dundee Presbyterian Church in Omaha.  For our newer members, the RLI is particularly good for learning what Rotary is.  It is not necessarily for Rotarians who want to assume a larger role in a club or a district  I know I learned a lot about Rotary and I highly recommend it to all.

Coming up in April is the District 5650 Assembly & Grants Management Seminar at UNMC Campus, Sorrell Center for Health Science Education, 619 S 42nd St.  The keynote speaker at lunch is past RI director and past RI VP, Tom Thorfinnson. If you want to learn the mechanics of running a matching District Grant project, this is the seminar to attend.

For more information on our district events, please go to the district website: <www.rotarydistrict5650.org>

Yours, In Rotary,

charles

FROM ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
Presidential Message

Ron D. Burton

Growing up in Duncan, Okla., USA, I took it for granted that everyone could read. In my own elementary school, not only were we expected to be reading by the age of seven or eight, we were expected to read upside down. We each took turns reading books to the entire class, and of course, if you want to read out loud to a group while you show them the pictures, you can't do it the right way up. All the way through elementary school, we did that every week, until it didn't really matter to us which way we were holding the book.
I never thought too much about that skill at the time. But a few months ago, on a visit to a Rotary project in Decatur, Ala., I walked into a first-grade classroom and was asked if I would read a book to a class of six-year-olds. Naturally, I was happy to oblige. I sat down, opened the book they had chosen, and started reading to about 30 little kids – upside down, just the way I did it back in second grade.
In a sense, I was doing exactly what I'd learned to do more than half a century earlier. But as an adult, and especially as a Rotarian, I saw that experience in a different way. I was reading to a group of children who were well on their way to literacy themselves. We were sitting in their classroom, in a school where Rotarians came every week to read one-on-one with children who needed a little extra help. There wasn't any question that every child in that room would grow up to be a literate adult. And all of them took that completely for granted – as they took it for granted that adults would care enough to read them a book while showing them the pictures, even if that meant reading upside down.
We all know that millions of children all over the world aren't that lucky. That's why we make basic education and literacy a priority in our Rotary service. As we mark Literacy Month in Rotary, we remind ourselves what a gift we are giving when we help a child to read – whether it's a child on the other side of the world or right in our own hometown.

What Makes Us As Rotarians Different?
Our distinct point of view and approach gives us unique advantages:

· We see differently: Our multidisciplinary perspective helps us see challenges in unique ways.

· We think differently: We apply leadership and expertise to social issues—and find unique solutions.

· We act responsibly: Our passion and perseverance create lasting change.

· We make a difference at home and around the world: Our members can be found in your community and across the globe.

How Do We work?

Our impact starts with our members—people who work tirelessly with their clubs to solve some of our communities' toughest challenges. Their efforts are supported by Rotary International, our member association, and The Rotary Foundation, which turns generous donations into grants that fund the work of our members and partners around the world. Rotary is led by our members—responsible leaders who help to carry forward our organization's mission and values in their elected roles.

How Did We Get Here?

We've been making history and bringing our world closer together for over 100 years. Since forming in 1905, we've taken on some of the world's toughest challenges and helped a wide range of international and service organizations—from the UN to Easter Seals—get started.

How Do We Use Our Funds?

Responsible leadership means more than just doing good work—it means making the most out of every donation we receive.

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 20th at 5:30pm: Dinner and drinks at Moonstruck Meadery in Bellevue (2221 Madison St.) Please RSVP to Rich James at rjames@sarpy.com
A special thank you for those who participated in our Prospective Member event.  Remember that we have invited our prospective members to our March 20th Social so please make sure to attend.  
THE FOUR WAY TEST—of the things we think, say, or do:

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Man has affinity for his fellowman, regardless of race, creed, or politics, and the greater the variety, the more the zest. All friendliness needs is a spotting chance; it will take care of itself in any company”

-The Rotarian, February 1934

ROTARY TRIVIA

(Answers in next month’s newsletter)

1. T/F: The United States has more Rotarians than any other country.

2. T/F: The President of Rotary International serves for only one year, just as club presidents do.

3. Where was the first Rotary Club meeting held?
4. How many Rotarians are there worldwide?

5. In how many countries and geographical areas are there Rotary Clubs?
ROTARY TRIVIA ANSWERS FROM LAST MONTH

1. What year was Rotary founded?  1905
2. Rotary is the world’s first service club organization? True
3. What is Rotary’s secondary motto adopted in 2004? “They Profit Most Who Serve Best”
4. Women were prohibited from membership in Rotary for most of Rotary’s history. True…women were officially allowed in 1989
5. Who was the first president of Rotary International?  Paul Harris 
AREA MEETINGS
Monday:
Omaha Millard, Noon @ German American Society 

Omaha North, Noon @ Eppley Airfield Conference Center 
Tuesday:
Omaha Morning, 7:00 am @ Happy Hollow Country Club  

Northwest, Noon @ Champions Run

Southwest Omaha Rotary Night Club, 5:15pm @Millard Plaza Ballroom
Wednesday:
Council Bluffs Centennial, 7:00am at HyVee 

Downtown, Noon @ Field Club
Plattsmouth, Noon @ Plattsmouth State Bank
Thursday:
Suburban, Noon @ Anthonys

Friday:
Omaha West, Noon @ Champions Run
